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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

July 21, 2009 

Santa Monica, California 

 

 

SINGER/SONGWRTER JACKSON BROWNE RESOL VES LAWSUIT AGAINST THE 

OIDO REPUBLICAN PARTY, THE REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE AND 

SENATOR JOHN McCAIN 

 

Singer/songwriter Jackson Browne has resolved his lawsuit against the Ohio Republican Part 

("ORP"), the Republican National Committee ("RNC") and Senator John McCain. The lawsuit 

arose from a web campaign video produced by the ORP in support of Senator McCain's 

campaign for President of the United States which incorporated portions of the song Running On 

Empty, a song written and recorded by Mr. Browne. The lawsuit, filed in August, 2008 in the 

United States District Court in Los Angeles, alleged that this use of Mr. Browne's song required 

a license which was not obtained, and that the defendants were liable for copyright infringement, 

false endorsement under the United States Lanham Act and violation of Mr. Browne's right of 

publicity for the use of his voice. 

The financial terms of the settlement are confidential. 

The ORP, RNC and Senator McCain issued the following statement: "We apologize that a 

portion of the Jackson Browne song 'Running On Empty' was used without permission.  

Although Senator McCain had no knowledge of, or involvement in, the creation or distribution 

of the web campaign video, Senator McCain does not support or condone any actions taken by 

anyone involved in his 2008 presidential election campaign that were inconsistent with artists' 

rights or the various legal protections afforded to intellectual property. The ORP, RNC and 

Senator McCain pledge in future election campaigns to respect and uphold the rights of artists 

and to obtain permissions and/or licenses for copyrighted works where appropriate." 

For further information, please contact: 

For Jackson Browne: 

Lawrence Y. Iser 

Kinsella Weitzman Iser Kump & Aldisert, LLP 

808 Wilshire Boulevard, 3rd Floor 

Santa Monica, CA 90401 

Phone: (310) 566-9801 

Fax: (310) 566-9850 

For the Republican National Committee 

RNC Press Office 

Phone: (202) 863-8614 

For Ohio Republican Party 

John McClelland 

Communications Director 

Ohio ReEublican Part 

211 S. 5 Street 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Phone: (614) 456-2047 

For Senator John McCain 

Brooke Buchanan 

Phone (347) 226-1241 
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